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A Legacy 
that Lives On

Your support brings hope to the
hurting this Easter.

Jeff is celebrating
HOPE!



You have a compassionate heart. You want to bless 
those in need. Did you know that you can make a 

bigger impact by including the Rescue Mission in your 
will? Your bequest ensures your legacy of generosity 

will continue for years to come. 
You can choose how you wish to give: cash, real 

estate, property or stocks. Plus it’s easy to update 
your wishes at any time. 

Ready to talk more about leaving your legacy? Or just 
interested in learning more? 

Please contact Susan Woods, our Director of 
Development, who would love to tell you more! 

 (315) 735-1645, ext. 2115
 susan.woods@uticamission.org

Already blessed the Mission with a bequest? Please 
let us know so we can say, “Thank you!”

Your gifts will live on to bring help & hope to many!
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Jeff grew up with a cruel and abusive father who taught 
his son that God was filled with anger. “I was afraid of 

my father,” Jeff says. “If I didn’t read the Bible, he beat 
me, and I began to associate that with God.”

His father died when Jeff was 11, and he was relieved 
the abuse was over. But the emotional damage remained. 
Jeff felt worthless and angry, and when he was 15, he 
began numbing his pain with alcohol. “My mom and my 
uncles were alcoholics, and I hung out with them and 
drank,” he says.

For 25 years, he battled his addiction, costing him jobs 
and damaging his relationships. “I was reckless and lived 
a hectic lifestyle. It was a roller coaster,” he says.

Finally, he’d had enough of the chaos. He wanted a 
different life, so he entered our Parker House Aftercare 
Program, where devotions, chapel services and Bible 
studies introduced him to a loving God, nothing like his 

earthly father.
His newfound faith, one-on-one counseling and our 

loving staff have helped Jeff process his pain and find 
emotional healing. “Being around positive, encouraging 
people has made me feel a lot better,” he says. “I’m 
becoming comfortable with myself.”

Jeff gave back to the Mission by working at our front 
desk, doing maintenance and serving in our kitchen. He 
loved the work, and after he completes the program, 
hopes to join our staff so he can share with others the 
help and hope he’s received here at the Mission. “I know 
God has plans for me,” he says.

Thanks to the blessing of your support, Jeff is 
celebrating Easter as a new creation in Christ. 
“Before I came to the Mission, I was lost and troubled. 
They helped me replace my negative attitude with faith. I 
let go and God took over. Now I’m at peace.”

“I was lost and troubled, but nowI'm at peace.”

“NOW I CAN FEEL
GOD’S LOVE.”
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“I came that you may have life and have it 
abundantly.” - John 10:10, NASB

Can you imagine what it must 
have been like to gaze into that 
empty tomb that Easter morning? 
To rise from the depths of despair 
to heart-pounding, indescribable 
joy… realizing Jesus conquered the 
grave?

That’s the power of the 
resurrection, and that same power 
is still transforming hearts and lives 
today. 

Jesus came that we may have 
life abundantly, and we embrace 
that as our calling. We exist to 
help our neighbors experience 
life to the fullest, as God 
intended.

As we celebrate the miracle 
of Easter, we also celebrate the 
miracles God is working in Utica 
and the Mohawk Valley today. Every 

chain that’s broken… every heart 
that turns to Him… every life that’s 
restored is a cause for rejoicing.

It’s all thanks to caring friends 
like you!

This Easter, I pray that you will 
see God move mightily in your 
own life, just as you have given 
generously so He can work miracles 
in the lives of your neighbors like 
Jeff (whose incredible story is on 
page 3). 

May our hearts be as one as we 
cry out together, “Hallelujah, He is 
risen!” this Easter.

Wendy Goetz
Executive Director

A Message from WENDY GOETZ

 

THE MIRACLE OF EASTER 
lives on in you

28,000 
meals

6,000 nights 
of shelter

Hundreds of men 
& women in our 
recovery program, 
annually

Thousands of 
hours of prayer, 
education, and 
consulting

ANNUAL EASTER CAMPAIGN 
Celebrate hope by caring for 

our most vulnerable neighbors!

It’s hard to have hope when you’re hungry and homeless. This Easter, 
we’ll warmly welcome our neighbors in need with immediate help like:   

• A hot meal for $2.19 
• An overnight stay in our shelter 
• Clothing, hygiene items & Christ-centered care 

YOU can give even more people the gift of meals and care this 
Easter. A nourishing meal, served with love, is often the first step to a 
new life in Christ!  

 Give now using the enclosed reply card and envelope.
 Give online anytime at uticamission.org.

Thank you for your support of our Mission guests. Have a blessed Easter!

$2.19 for a meal!

Thank you for your 
compassion & support!

Celebrate NEW LIFE this Easter



Yes, Wendy! Here’s my Easter gift to feed & 
care for homeless neighbors:

OUR EASTER 
NEEDS LIST

m  $21.90 to feed & care for 10 people
m  $54.75 to feed & care for 25 people
m  $76.65 to feed & care for 35 people
m  $89.79 to feed & care for 41 people
m  $_______ to help as much as possible

Easter is almost here! Between now 
and Easter Sunday, we’re preparing to 
serve thousands of hot meals… and 
provide friends and neighbors with 
basic necessities like safe shelter, 
clean clothing and Christ-centered 
care. Our homeless neighbors are 
counting on us… and we’re counting on 
YOU!

Drop off donations at the Mission’s 
Food Service building: 201 Rutger 
Street, Utica, 7 days a week.

No time to shop? Donate now! 
 (315) 735-1645

 uticamission.org

2020 was such a challenging year – 
but your support and compassion 
helped so many people find help 
here at Rescue Mission of Utica. 

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL 
FOR YOU! 

Thanks to you, we continue to 
provide the care our community 
relies on: Food. Shelter. Clean 
clothing and hygiene items. Special 
assistance for those struggling 
through extremely tough times. 
We do so while following safety 
precautions to keep our guests, 
staff and volunteers protected 
and healthy – and to minimize the 
impact of COVID-19. 

Thank you again, and may God 
bless your generous heart!

for making a difference 
during COVID-19

Sunday, April 4: Our Easter Dinner 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.!

HELP WITH EASTER MEALS
Drop off any of these urgently 
needed food items by 
Friday, April 2: 

❑ HAM

❑ SWEET POTATOES

❑ CANNED GREEN BEANS

❑ CANNED CORN

❑ PIES (store bought)

❑ DINNER ROLLS 

EAS21

m CHECK ENCLOSED    m BILL MY CREDIT CARD   

    m   m   m   m 

Donate now!   (315) 735-1645
                        uticamission.org

Rescue Mission of Utica
293 Genesee Street
Utica, NY 13501-3804
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Jeff is celebrating
HOPE!


