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“I’m proud of
who I’ve
become.”
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Your support
is giving
Brian a
second
chance
and he can’t thank
you enough!
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I’m proud
of
what I’m
doing
and
who I’ve
become.
B

rian grew up in a Christian home, where
he learned to love the Lord. But when he
was 16, he fell in with the wrong crowd and
fell away from his faith. “I started getting into
drugs and alcohol and I stopped praying,” he
says. “I got very disconnected.”
For the next 12 years, Brian used regularly,
but he was a functioning addict, graduating
from high school, holding down jobs and
starting a family. Then, 10 years ago, his
addiction spiraled out of control, costing him jobs, alienating his child and leaving him homeless. “I lost everything,”
he says. “I went through a lot of different rehabs and nothing worked.”
Then he entered our Parker House Aftercare Program, where Bible studies, chapel services, devotions and
Christian counseling restored his faith. “I was hoping this program would reconnect me to God and it
absolutely did,” he says, joyfully. “I found something positive in the devotionals every day and Bible passages were
taught in a way that gave me a whole new understanding.”
Brian graduated from the program, has his own place and is enrolled in the HVAC program at Mohawk Valley
Community College, where he has a 4.0 GPA. “When I left the Mission, I had a whole new drive. I just
wanted to move forward and better myself,” he says.
He’s been clean for more than two years now, and his relationship with his 15-year-old daughter has been
restored. “She comes to visit every other weekend or more, and when she sees all my accomplishments, she’s very
happy.”
Brian is beyond grateful for this second chance in life – and says it’s thanks to the love you’ve
shown for a neighbor like him. “Before I came to the Mission, I was lost, but now I have goals and I’m
achieving them. I’m proud of what I’m doing and who I’ve become. I couldn’t ask for more.”

“The Mission strengthened
my relationship with God.”
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Love Your Neighbor!
It starts with a meal for $2.19!
A Message from
WENDY GOETZ

Love Your Neighbor…
And Help Meet Our
Summer Challenge
The Bible tells us in Mark 12:31 (ESV),
“You should love your neighbor as
yourself.” In these challenging times
as many of our neighbors are hurting,
those words are especially important.
You’ve seen how much people are
struggling right now. Many are facing
hunger or unemployment… or even
greater difficulties like homelessness or
addiction. You see their suffering and
want to give them a helping hand and
show them God’s love.
That’s why I’m thankful for friends
like YOU. The summer months can be
difficult at the Mission – the meals we
serve during June, July and August
require $87,538 alone. Then you factor
in the costs to provide safe shelter and
faith-based recovery services during
the ongoing pandemic, as more of our
neighbors need help, and it all adds up.
We can’t meet this summer
challenge without your help!
During these busy months, I hope
you will remember our homeless
and struggling neighbors. They need
your encouragement, prayers and
compassion more than ever. Your
financial support of the Mission
is also critical to help make their
transformation possible.
Thank you for loving your neighbors
this summer and all year long.

Wendy Goetz
Executive Director
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3 MONTHS OF
Help meet our community’s needs!
Your gift today provides:

39,972 meals

12,500 beds

hundreds of
hygiene items

countless hours of
counseling & care

life-transforming decisions
for Christ

r…
Donations slow down in summe
please help today!

Give now! uticamission.org Support our Summer Campaign now!

Do you know our

SUMMER

?

Our “Summer 6” are essential items in high demand for our Mission
guests all summer long.
We’d LOVE if you helped by
donating any – or all – of these
items!
You can deliver your Summer 6
donations to 293 Genesee Street,
seven days a week, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. It’s a great way to care for
our guests at the Mission
this summer!

1. Bottled water
2. Body wash
3. Toothbrushes and
toothpaste
4. Razors and shaving
cream
5. Shampoo/conditioner
combo
6. Deodorant

Why your monthly gift is

LIFE-CHANGING!

LEAVE A
LASTING LEGACY
While many individuals provide a lifetime of generous gifts for family,
friends, and organizations they care about, more than half of U.S. adults do
not have a will or other estate plan.
Without a will, your estate will be divided according to the state in
which you live. The result may be very different from what you had wished,
especially if your desire was not only to care for those you leave behind, but
to leave a lasting legacy for the causes close to your heart.
The Mission can help make sure your wishes are followed. For
information on planned giving opportunities, please contact our Director
of Development, Susan Woods, at  (315) 735-1645, ext. 2115 or
 susan.woods@uticamission.org
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If you have already included th
so
Mission in your will, please call
we can say, “Thank you!”

Your monthly gift as a Monthly
Miracle Partner ensures that
whenever local people are in
need, Rescue Mission of Utica
will be ready to help them rebuild
their lives. That’s because your
partnership provides the reliable,
steady source of support that
ensures the Mission can care for
our homeless and hungry neighbors
all year long.
For someone like Brian, that
ongoing support made a real
difference!

I came to
“ Before
the Mission, I was

lost, but now I
have goals and I’m
achieving them.

”

Please prayerfully consider
becoming a Monthly Miracle Partner
today! To join this important group,
visit uticamission.org or complete
the back of the enclosed reply form.

