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Don’t
miss...

Our Thanksgiving
Campaign has
begun!
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“Now, I feel
God’s love.”

Help Us
Get Ready!
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JAMES IS GRATEFUL
& BLESSED THIS
THANKSGIVING

because of your support
You’ve given him hope and
new life this holiday!
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“I was broken, but now

I FEEL GOD’S LOVE AND
I’VE BEEN HEALED.”

J

ames grew up in the projects,
surrounded by poverty and
violence. “Seeing that was tough
and it really affected me, but I kept
my emotions bottled up inside.”
Then he noticed that some
of his neighbors seemed to have
found a way to cope with the
chaos around them. “People who
were usually miserable and angry
started smiling and having fun
when they were getting high. I
thought that would help me.”
James struggled with addiction
for years, getting clean along the
way and building the kind of life he
thought he wanted, but he always
relapsed. “I had everything – a nice
vehicle, a beautiful woman and a
beautiful house, but I was never
happy and I turned back to drugs.”
Then he had a child and his
love for her led him to turn his life
around. “I knew I’d have to work

hard to change myself, but my
daughter was worth it.”
James entered our Parker
House Aftercare Program, where
Bible studies, chapel services and
devotions led him to surrender
his life to Christ. He finally found
the happiness he’d been seeking
in the love of the Lord. “That love

people and helped me realize my
worth.”
He’s now looking forward to
finding a job and helping to support
his daughter financially, emotionally
and spiritually. “What matters most
is that I do the right thing and I
know God will give me the strength
when I keep Him first in my life.”

“The Mission welcomed me with kindness, warm
food, shelter, prayer and guidance.”
is what fulfills me, not a new car, a
nice house or any of those things,”
he says.
His growing faith and our
Christian counselors have helped
James process his pain and find
emotional healing. “Their loving
support restored my trust in other

James’s heart is overflowing
with gratitude this
Thanksgiving because YOUR
loving support gave him the
confidence and support to
rebuild his life. “I was broken,
but now I feel God’s love and I’ve
been healed.”
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Celebrating Thanksgiving Every Day of the Year
A Message from WENDY GOETZ
Here’s a wonderful Bible verse for this
season of Thanksgiving: “This is the day
that the LORD has made; let us rejoice
and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24) During
Thanksgiving, we gather to thank the Lord
for blessings of family, food and health.
But what if we kept that same, abundant spirit of the
holiday in giving thanks every day of the year?
Each day at the Mission, I see people who are thankful
for the gift of new life that YOU helped make possible! You
wrap them in God’s loving embrace, teach them skills to build
brighter futures, lift up our ministry and guests in prayer, and
rejoice over every heart restored and life rebuilt through
Christ!
Life is challenging right now. With continuing inflation,

costs for necessities like housing, gas and groceries are
higher than ever. It’s even harder for our struggling neighbors
to make ends meet… and for our ministry to meet our
community’s pressing needs.
Through it all, I remain faithful to God’s calling and
grateful that I can rely on friends like you. My prayer this
Thanksgiving is that you will do the same.
I hope you will take comfort in the love of friends and
family, and the joy of knowing hearts are changed thanks to
you. God bless you!

Wendy Goetz
Executive Director

2022 THANKSGIVING CAMPAIGN
YOU can give our hurting neighbors reason to celebrate!

Over
30,000
Meals Needed this Thanksgiving Season

Thanksgiving can be another difficult day for our
neighbors struggling to overcome homelessness…
poverty… addiction. But you can change that!
Just $2.19 provides a hot, nourishing meal. Your
gift welcomes someone to our table and leads to a
better life through:
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Safe, welcoming
shelter

Warm clothing,
coats & shoes

Classes & job
training

God’s lifechanging love

We need your help to serve thousands of meals this
holiday season! Please rush your 2022 Thanksgiving
Campaign gift today using the enclosed reply card
and envelope OR online at uticamission.org.

Read James’s story – a life you
helped change!

Volunteers
Needed
Do you have a heart to serve
individuals and families here at the
Mission? We would love for you
to join us as a volunteer!

Help Us Get Ready!

You wouldn’t believe how much we still have to do to get ready
for the Thanksgiving season… you can help! Host a food drive
or shop for these critically-needed items, then drop them off at
201 Rutger Street. Thanksgiving Dinner will be served from
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
To have a meal delivered to your home, call (315) 735-1645 by noon on
November 23.
Don't have time to shop? Send a gift in the envelope provided to help us
purchase what's needed on our food list.

Contact us today to see how you
can help...
Call: Samantha Gotti at
(315) 735-1645, ext. 2103
Email:
samantha.gotti@uticamisison.org
Or visit uticamission.org to find out
more or sign up now!

Turkeys
Potatoes
Boxes of stuffing
Canned cranberry sauce
Pre-packaged pies
Rolls
Milk
Mixed fruits & vegetables

Thank you for making these meals extra special!

Leave a Legacy of Blessing

Thank you for your generous spirit. It’s reflected in all
you do to share your blessings with those in need.
Would you like to continue bringing healing and hope to the
broken beyond your lifetime? When you remember Rescue
Mission of Utica in your will or estate plan, you ensure that your

spirit of compassion continues blessing others tomorrow and
beyond.
For information on planned giving opportunities, please contact
our Director of Development, Susan Woods, at  (315) 735-1645,
ext. 2115 or  susan.woods@uticamission.org.

